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HST in Writing Spring 2001 Released Items

Scoring Guide for the High School Test in Writing

Readers use these rubrics (holistic scorepoint descriptions) as guides
when they score your writing.

Session 1

4  The written response demonstrates the ability to reflect critically on one’s own writing. Ideas are
supported by specific examples or details from the portfolio pieces. Organization and form enhance
the central ideas and move the reader through the text. The voice and tone are authentic and compelling.
There may be minor surface feature errors.

3 The written response demonstrates the ability to reflect on one’s own writing. Ideas are somewhat
supported by examples or details from the portfolio pieces. Organization and form are appropriate
and present the ideas coherently. The voice and tone support the ideas conveyed. Surface feature
errors may be noticeable.

2 The written response demonstrates some ability to reflect on one’s own writing. Ideas are presented
as generalizations about writing or simple summaries of portfolio pieces. The voice and tone may be
inappropriate or uneven. Limited control of surface features may make the writing awkward to read.

1 The written response demonstrates the attempt to reflect on one’s own writing. Ideas are supported
by few, if any, details and examples. There is little discernible shape or direction. There is little
control over voice and tone. Limited control of surface features may make the writing difficult to
read.

Session 2

4  The writing is engaging, original, clear, and focused. Ideas and content are richly developed and
supported by details and examples where appropriate. Control of organization and transitions move
the reader easily through the text. The voice and tone are authentic and compelling. Control of
language and skillful use of writing conventions contribute to the effect of the presentation.

3 The writing is generally clear, focused, and well-developed. Examples and details support ideas and
content where appropriate. The presentation is generally coherent, and its organizational structure is
functional. The voice, tone, diction, and sentence structure support meaning. Use of writing
conventions is not distracting.

2 The writing has some focus and support. Ideas and content may be developed with limited details and
examples. The presentation shows some evidence of structure, but it may be artificial or only partially
successful. The tone may be inappropriate or the voice uneven. Sentence structure and diction are
generally correct but rudimentary. Limited control of writing conventions may interfere with meaning
some of the time.

1 The writing has little focus and development. Ideas and content are supported by few, if any, details
and examples. There is little discernible shape or direction. The writing demonstrates no control
over voice and tone. Faulty sentence structure and limited vocabulary interfere with understanding.
Limited control of writing conventions (such as spelling, grammar/usage, capitalization, punctuation,
and/or indentation) makes the writing difficult to read.

Condition codes for unratable papers—Sessions 1 and 2
A off task

B illegible

C written in a language other than English

D blank/refused to respond
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SESSION 1

REPORTING AND REFLECTING

DIRECTIONS:

You will have 35 minutes in which to write a response to the writing topic below and to transfer your
response to your answer booklet. You may use the following page for notes, freewriting, outlining, or
clustering, but any writing you want scored for Session 1 must start on page 3 of your answer booklet.
Nothing in this test booklet will be scored. You must use only a black or blue ink pen to write your final
response. Do not use correction fluid (White Out). If you need to make a correction, cross out the error
and write the correction above or next to it.

You have received a separate sheet called the Scoring Guide for the High School Test in Writing. You
may want to review it prior to writing your response.

You may use a dictionary, thesaurus, spelling book, and/or grammar book at any time. Wristwatch
alarms may NOT be used during the test.

WRITING TOPIC:

Look over the two portfolio pieces of writing that you have in front of you.

What have you learned about writing that you see reflected in your two papers? You must use
specific details from your writing to clearly illustrate and support the points you make.

Your audience will be interested adult readers who DO NOT have your two portfolio pieces of writing.
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1-a) Student Response 1
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Score Point: 1

Although there are many text references from the writing samples, the student fails to
adequately address the task of recounting what he/she learned about writing from the portfolio

pieces. Repeated declarations of the writer’s intent (I wrote about) emphasize that the focus is
off task—retelling rather than reflecting.
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1-b)  Student Response 2
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Score Point: 1

This response represents a vague attempt at critical reflection. The student lists just three points
about writing in general, not linked to a specific piece.
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1-c) Student Response 3
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Score Point: 1

This response does not address what the student learned about writing from his/her paper, but
rather what the student learned about the topic of the essay. This only underscores the
writer’s lack of understanding of the critical task at hand.
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1-d) Student Response 4
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Score Point: 2

This minimal response mixes assertions regarding surface features of the student’s writing
(proper punctuation) with more important points regarding what the student learned about
writing (I need to put in introduction paragraphs, some of my sentences don’t make sense).

Though lacking in support and detail, these generalizations about writing are sufficient to achieve
a low 2.
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1-e) Student Response 5
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Score Point: 2

This student demonstrates some ability to reflect by stating one point he/she learned about
writing (support your opinion by using examples). There is an attempt made to support this
point by a retelling of the student’s portfolio pieces and some very weak analysis.
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1-f)  Student Response 6
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Score Point: 2

Although the student addresses both portfolio pieces, support for the points made is very
weak. The response is somewhat unclear, and is not developed enough for a higher score.
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1-g) Student Response 7
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Score Point: 2

This student has included all the elements needed for a successful response: points of criticism
with some text references and analysis. Further developed examples from the student’s portfolio
pieces would be necessary for a higher score.
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1-h) Student Response 8
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Score Point: 3

This student connects points of criticism with some general analyses and specific examples.
However, the example and analysis only somewhat support the point made concerning the

refinement of his/her statement. This response has a sense of organization and demonstrates an

ability to reflect.
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1-i)

Student Response 9

Len T {ook af oy mmJnno Samples T
e that T hawe acned ’r\me Q@m)e,c Shoe {ruf‘e_D\C
N r)OmQ,(‘AJ. ve  leacned th(d-{here needs 1o o
on cotreduchion, Canclosion, Gnd thesis &*cﬁemon{
For exanmple at *\'\Q Stact Q{ M, m'dF‘.ii\'. DO (.0
T L«)ﬁ()ldﬂ‘k‘ﬂ“‘k (‘){:F Lo\*h Sdmgjrh\n@ +0Q+Ch the
Peaders atevibon. 1 n the %")orI (A)m‘(e abhacrf
Anne Vice. Tstacted mr}h Ml o%(’o&asﬁophes\ W they
dﬂﬂn‘l‘ d@ﬂ‘}mu The C\m\d O‘F Q)oA(m 1@\ l on\u mc(ease
Nis DO RS wkon he 1's haled” —The \/(‘m\f.)[rp ) asht.
Asa o thesis sendence cyhich QX')CQ«(JV
one. ”)(*)\n\l 1S needed 4o inhance a anad '71’\0\(‘
An GX{"\W\"J‘QQ‘F"H‘\N wonld e Am\e?)re hoS Shogm
o Gcmi d@a Lo dnlent and orn(e 'n_Hhe
—Q\CO ()F Okd\)Q(%\‘(-u TS i1s L}))’\uIC(\DSlC“Pf her a
hero. T(‘O\Y'\SI(\H& Qe hehm“(as well uyhen
Cha no\/\o sohiects, S
YT addthan a Goad Ccanclusion can (éoﬂu
helg fa cacry anaintaccass, 11 Can o LKQ(*(
{'0 SUM Syl &,\))\r\od( has (}l(mr\fu beor\ said .,
Toan Nowe dne _ablite 4o lente the gender
woth 0o lasting lm’)@ﬁ<\~3n
1N Con I(\)ﬁmn (When a H of hese elements
ar pot -%ooenihev* ‘\’\ﬂf?u cmpnhe Yo focm aacnd
’Ugy\e«r Oﬁ@ Cx)h&(\(\ ﬁ\\%‘%(‘(‘r\e% Q'Do\ﬁ“r c(v

\/Ol(€< the woriter Of)ll\mt’he

Score Point: 3

This response offers points of criticism supported by specific examples from the text or with
weak analysis. More development would be needed for a higher score.
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Score Point: 3

The student offers points of criticism supported by specific examples from both portfolio pieces
in this response. No critical reflection explains their significance, however.
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1-k) Student Response 11
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Score Point: 3

This strong 3 response offers two points of criticism the student learned from his/her portfolio
pieces. These are supported by specific examples from the text and some significant analysis
in an organized response.

Page 23



HST in Writing Spring 2001 Released Items

1-)  Student Response 12
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Score Point: 4

This response offers clear points of criticism with supporting text reference or examples, and
some good analyses as to why these points are important. There is a clear sense of
organization here. This student demonstrates the ability to reflect critically.
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1-m) Student Response 13
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Score Point: 4

Points of criticism (vivid language, specific details) are supported with appropriate specific text
and strong analyses of their significance. There is a strong sense of organization that moves
the reader through the text.
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1-n) Student Response 14
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Score Point: 4

This response remains focused throughout. Significant points of criticism are supported with
specific details from the text and good critical analyses. There is a strong organizational
strategy employed in this piece.
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SESSION 2

COMPOSING AND COMMUNICATING MEANING: EXTENDED WRITING TASK

DIRECTIONS:

You will have 85 minutes in which to write a response to the extended writing topic below and to
transfer your response to your answer booklet. Organize your time in the manner that works best for
you. Do not feel you need to fill every page of the answer booklet.

You may use pages 8 through 13 in this booklet for notes, freewriting, outlining, clustering, or writing
your rough draft, but any writing you want scored for Session 2 must start on page 9 of your answer
booklet. Nothing in this test booklet will be scored. You must use only a black or blue ink pen to write
your final response. Do not use correction fluid (White Out). If you need to make a correction, cross out
the error and write the correction above or next to it.

You may want to review the scorepoint descriptions for Session 2 of the Scoring Guide for the High
School Test in Writing prior to writing your response. The final copy of this paper will be scored as
polished writing, so you should give careful thought to revision (rethinking ideas) and polishing (editing
and proofreading).

You may use a dictionary, thesaurus, spelling book, and/or grammar book at any time. Wristwatch
alarms may NOT be used during the test.

EXTENDED WRITING TOPIC:

Some people believe we alone are responsible for our own behavior; some think there are circumstances
that make others share responsibility in our behavior. Write a paper in which you examine an issue of
individual or shared responsibility.

You might, for example, do one of the following:

examine a time when you recognized your responsibility to do
something you didn’t want to do
OR
consider a time when one person was blamed for a mistake
when the responsibility should have been shared

OR

show how your responsibilities have changed as you’ve gotten older
OR

explain how each person is responsible for his/her own behavior

OR

consider a time when people were counting on you to be responsible

OR

take any of several other approaches to discussing this idea.

Your audience will be interested adult readers who may not have read your writing from Session 1.
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2-a) Student Response 1
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Score Point: 1

This response is hampered by a lack of support in the form of examples and details. The
poor use of writing conventions makes it difficult to read. The response lacks clear direction.
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2-b) Student Response 2
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Score Point: 1

In this response, ideas concerning being responsible for one’s bad behavior are given. The little
development contained in the writing is overwhelmed by the repetition; however, there is some
sense of organizational structure. Sentence structure and diction are generally correct.
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2-¢) Student Response 3
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Score Point: 1

This brief response is focused on being responsible for one’s actions under different
circumstances. The response lacks development, and the point being made in the second
paragraph needs clarification. The sentence structure and diction are generally correct.
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2-d) Student Response 4
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Score Point: 2

This response focuses on how responsibilities change as one grows older. Limited details are
offered (staying in school, starting a job, paying their bills). The response is somewhat structured,
but the lack of a conclusion weakens it. Sentence structure and word choice are rudimentary.
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2-e¢) Student Response 5
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Score Point: 2

This response focuses on being responsible for your own decisions—although outside influence
can play a role. The first example (appearance) offers some detail, but the second is poorly

developed and very weakly connected to the first. There is evidence of structure and word
choice is appropriate.
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Score Point: 2

This lengthy response focuses on different examples of responsibility. The ideas are somewhat
developed, but there is a lack of transitions between examples. Although there is some vivid
word choice, the instances of inappropriate word choice cause confusion.
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2-g) Student Response 7
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Score Point: 2

This response has the focus, organization, and structure of a scorepoint 3 paper. More
development of the content would be necessary for a higher score. The use of writing
conventions is not distracting.
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Score Point: 3

This expository response focuses on the stages of responsibility from early childhood to the late
teen years. The organizational structure has a logical progression and is controlled. The details
used to support each stage of responsibility are clear and specific; however, there is a lack of
transitions to help move the reader from detail to detail. Errors in writing conventions are not
distracting and word choice is appropriate.
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Score Point: 3

This response is focused on the idea of one being held responsible for one’s behavior. The
example of teen pregnancy is adequately developed. The response is generally clear, but
ambiguities concerning “parents” occur, and the conclusion is not linked to the rest of the
response. The use of writing conventions is not distracting.
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2-j)  Student Response 10
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Score Point: 3

This response focuses on being responsible for your own behavior. The narrative portion offers
supporting detail, but rich development is not present. The organizational structure is functional.
Errors in writing conventions are not distracting, and there is some good word choice.
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2-k) Student Response 11
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Score Point: 3

This response is clear and focused. The organizational structure helps control the flow of ideas.
Voice is present, adding to the quality of the writing. Ideas are well developed but lack the
rich development of a 4-point response.
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Score Point: 4

This engaging expository response focuses on the stages of a young person’s life. Control of
organization leads the reader easily through the piece and the theme is well developed.
Authentic voice is present. The errors in writing conventions are not distracting in this
response.
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2-m) Student Response 13

Wil growirg wp, T hove run ito o lot
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Cgo(GJ (< VL@f—onLq G,\pM$\CD,\($pofl« Lt S
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Score Point: 4

This response is clearly focused and developed with very specific details. Control of

organization helps the flow of the writing. Authentic voice and tone are present. Variations in

sentence structure are evident.
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2-n) Student Response 14
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Lﬁve Sex -lkroun wwte @ wixed L«\ of 'il\e o‘H'clrs | \us* Mcwhenea
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Score Point: 4

This focused, organized response is rich with detail. The commanding use of voice and tone
compel the reader to continue. Originality and strong control of language are also consistent
with the characteristics of a 4 paper.

Page 62



HST in Writing

Spring 2001 Released Items

District: MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY
School: PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Codes: District- 99999

Run Date: 08/08/2001

Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP)
High School Test: Writing
Frequency Distribution Report
Grade 11 lst-Time Testers
Spring 2001

Scaled Raw Freq. Scaled Raw Freq. Scaled Raw Freq. Scaled Raw Freq.

Score Score Score Score Score Score Score Score
T 444 0.0 169 " 506 6.0 7,564 S 530 7.5 4,584 T 608  10.5 1,212
: 454 0.5 0 $ 514 6.5 2,881 £ 539 8.0 13,206 $el8  11.0 1,269
~ 463 1.0 352 ~ 522 7.0 8,299 ~ 550 8.5 8,102 ~ e3¢ 11.5 438

467 1.5 112 568 9.0 11,229 650  12.0 432

471 2.0 592 585 9.5 5,260

473 2.5 93 597  10.0 4,577

476 3.0 779

479 3.5 184

482 4.0 1,695

485 4.5 226

490 5.0 3,623

497 5.5 1,886

Number included in summary: 78,762

A score
A score
A score
A score

of 605 or above is considered Level 1, Endorsed - Exceeded Michigan Standards.
of 530 through 604 is considered Level 2, Endorsed - Met Michigan Standards.
of 500 through 529 is considered Level 3, Endorsed - At Basic Level.

of 499 or below is considered Level 4, Not Endorsed.

E Distribution of C I

Session 1
Frequency
24,492 1

31,160

1,110
339
18,405
14,556

4,570
7,069

Session 2.
Frequency

3,518
21,679
5,092
239
2,853

30,393
28,371

2,101
4,667

@N oukw N

Q2 N 9 ek

Comment

This response represents only an attempt to reflect or limited reflection on one’s own writing; the response may retell
or summarize the content of the portfolio pieces, rather than reflect upon the writing.
This response presents broad or vague generalizations about writing with few, if any, relevant details and examples
from the portfolio pieces.
This response lacks clarity, focus, coherent organization or direction, which may cause confusion for the reader.
This response demonstrates limited control over surface features and conventions, makinc};\ the paper difficult to read.
This response represents a competent response, but would need more reflection to get a higher score.
This response represents a competent response, but would need more relevant examples or details from the portfolio
;]:_ieces to get a higher score.

his response earned the highest scorepoint of 4.
This response represents a highly competent response.

Comment

This response lacks clarity and focus on the main idea.

This response needs relevant details and examples to more fully develop the ideas and content.

This response lacks coherent organization or direction, which may cause confusion for the reader.

This response demonstrates inappropriate or uneven voice and/or tone.

(11'!%15 restponseddemonstrates limited control over sentence structure, vocabulary and/or conventions, making the paper
ifficult to read.

This response represents a competent response, but would need richer development of the main idea with some

relevant details and examples or more contro! of organization to get a higher score.

This response represents a competent response, but would need more control of the conventions, variation of the

language or stronger voice to get a higher score.

This response earned the highest scorepoint of 4.

This response represents a highly competent response.
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